THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE PRESENTED BY CHESTERFIELD, HENRICO AND HANGVER COUNTIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF
EXPLAINING HOW THE COUNTIES WILL INTERPRET AND INSPECT FOR BRAGED WALL PANEL COMPLIANGE WITH IRC SECTION

602.10.3.

AS A TUTORIAL ON BRACED WALL PANELS, WE HAVE DEVELOPED A FOUR STER APPROACH WHICH WILL EXPLAIN THE
GENERAL PRINCIPLES:
STEP 1. WHAT METODS ARE AVAILABLE?
STEP 2: HOW MANY OF LINEAR FEET OF BWFs IS REQUIRED?
STEP 3: WHAT IS THE MINIMUM BWP WIDTH THAT CONTRIBUTE TOWARD
THE TOTAL LINEAR FEET OF 8WP REQUIRED?
STEP 4 WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR POSITICNING THE BWPs IN
ORDER FOR THEM TO CONTRIBUTE?

STEP 1: WHAT METHODS ARE AVAILABLE?

IRC SECTION 602 REQUIRES ALL RESIDENTIAL WOOD CONSTRUCTION, INCLUDING DETACHED STRUCTURES, WITH OR
WITHOUT HABITABLE SPACE, TO HAVE BRACED WALL PANELS (BWP) TO RESIST LATERAL WIND LOADS ALONG EACH BRACED
WALL LINE (BWL). THE PROJECT COORDINATOR SHOULD CONSULT THE IRC AND CONSIDER ALL OF THE OPTIONS,

IRC SECTION 602.10.3 METHODS:

METHOD 1:
METHGD 2:
METHOD 3:
3A:
3B
METHOD 4:
METHOD 5:
METHOD 6:
METHOD 7:
METHCD 8.
METHCD 9.

tx4 DIAGONAL LET IN BRACING

5/8" DIAGONAL WOOD BOARDS

WOOD STRUCTURAL PANEL SHEATHING (0SB OR PLYWOOD)
48" PANELS

CONTINUOUS SHEATHING - WITH REDUCTION FACTORS

MIN 1/2" STRUCTURAL FIBEREOARD SHEATHING {STURDIBCARD)
12" GYPSUM BCARD

PARTICLE BOARD SHEATHING

PORTLAND CEMENT PLASTER

HARDBOARD PANEL SIDING

ALTERNATIVE METHOD

ALTERNATIVE METHODS NOT LISTED IN IRC:

IN THIS PART OF THE COUNTRY, METHOD 3 AND 4
ARE THE MOST COMMON,

METHOD 10: ENGINELRED WALL DESIGN "SEALED" BY A REGISTERED DESIGN PROFESSIONAL
METHOD 11: SPECIALIZED PRODUCTS WHICH HAVE BEEN TESTED BY A NATIONAL TESTING AGENCY

(EXAMPLE - SIMPSON STRONG WALL)

METHOD 12 SPECIALIZED DESIGNS BY MANUFACTURING AGENGIES {EXAMPLE - APA)
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